
 

ATA Organised EVENT for 2021 

46 MILES - Talk about the repatriation of the UK’s Armed Forces personnel – 20/09/21 

 

ITINERARY 

Our ATA event for September is a talk and meal  
 
 
A former Army Commando soldier, Jarra joined the police in 1990, serving 22 
years and retired in March 2012. He was the instrumental link between the 
Police and the military over the repatriations through Wootton Bassett and 
was awarded the MBE in 2011 New Year’s Honours List. 
 
When Jarra Brown hears church bells he cannot fail to be reminded of the 
hundreds – 345 to be precise – of dead armed forces personnel killed in 
Afghanistan who passed through the beautiful rural Wiltshire countryside into 
Oxfordshire. 

 
These men and women were not hiking across its green pastures or sitting on top of the number 
55 bus, instead they were lifeless, resting inside a coffin draped with the Union flag.  
 
This interesting talk and slide show by Jarra Brown will take place at the Black Olive in Alsancak 

on Wednesday 20th September Bar open at 6pm – meal served at 
6:30pm followed by the talk.  

 
Before the talk we will enjoy a traditional British Roast meal  
 
The menu at the Black Olive is – 
Main Course 
  Traditional British Roast meal of Chicken and Pork served with a vast array of vegetables 
OR 

Glamorgan Sausage Roast (vegetarian option) served with a vast array of vegetables 
Desert 

Sherry Berry Trifle OR Apple Crumble 
 
  
Once the meal is finished Jarra Brown will give his 
fascinating talk called 46 miles, and will have copies 
of his book for sale afterwards. 
 
Along with the talk, a meal is included in the price for 
this event. 

Dates indicated are Draft Dates for guidance 

only, with actual event date confirmed closer 

to the actual indicated draft date for the event. 

All events will only be undertaken if TRNC 

Government Regulations can be complied 

with. Events are subject to change should 

circumstances arise. 



The cost of this event is 130TL for members and 150TL for non-members. If you would 

like to attend please reply to our Events Organiser Debbie Bird by email 

events.ata.trnc@gmail.com before Friday 17th September 

with your telephone number and state which main course and desert you would like.  
 
Payment to be made to Debbie on the day of the event. ANYONE booking to attend this event 
who non-show or cancelations after 10th September will be charged in full for the cost of the 
event. 

ALL attendees must be double vaccinated and present their valid ADA Pass, PCR or Antigen Test 
Results to gain entry into this event. Social distancing and table seating layout will comply with 
TRNC Government guidelines. 

By the end of August 2011, the bells of St Bartholomew’s Church in Wootton Bassett had tolled 
more times than the residents of this once peaceful town cared to think about, for each chime 
represented the moment the police convoy accompanying the hearse from RAF Lyneham entered 
the High Street. 
 
A moment frozen in time, a moment when the residents 
of this town came to show their respects, a moment that 
couldn’t have been more fitting even if it had been 
choreographed. There was no call to arms by the Town 
Crier, just a spontaneous, modest and unprompted 
response to those who had paid the ultimate price in the 
name of duty.  
 
This 46 Miles talk is not about the politics of war, the 
whys and wherefores of the Iraq and Afghanistan 
conflicts, or indeed the hidden agendas and government strategies. It is about a town which 
captured the hearts of our nation and whose emotions rippled the entire 46 mile journey of honour, 
dignity and respect into Oxford. It is dedicated to those 345 people who, having signed up to serve 
their Queen and country, paid with their lives. Wootton Bassett, who nurtured the grieving on every 
occasion, wanted to let the nation know that these heroes will never be forgotten. 
 
Be warned this talk is so enthralling and tear jerking it is best you bring the tissues with you. 
 
This talk is not to be missed! 
 

PLEASE NOTE: As an association we don’t ask for prepayment for our activities, but unfortunately 
we are going to have to start doing so if people who have made reservations don’t attend the 
activity for what ever reason.  

 

Descriptions of all Events are done so using poetic journalistic license and should not be assumed to be a detailed description or itinerary of any 

particular Event, rather a ‘wetting the imagination’. Detailed information on all Events will be emailed to members in sufficient time prior to the actual 

Event to enable informed decisions made as to if the Event is of interest to you. For more information on any of our Events in 2021 please email our 

Events Organiser; contact details can be found on the committee members page and events page of our website.   

  


