Newsletter
SPRING 2021
Phil’s
Visit our website for
up to date information
on the Associations

and also remember to

Mutterings

I would like to start by saying how

proud and honoured I am to be the Association’s new chairman
and along with some new committee members in a re-vamped
ns
committee we all look forward to serving the association as
best we can. Although this will prove a difficult task, particularly
as I have to follow in the footsteps of two outstanding chairmen
of the association; Gülter and Pearl, both of whom myself and
all association members hold in high esteem and will be a hard
act to follow. Gülter; thank you for spending time with me over this last year
helping prepare me for the daunting role which l now hold in our
association.
After an horrendous last year with Covid-19 effecting our association and
the whole world in many ways. The A.T.A. not being able to undertake the
activities that were planned for the members of the association and some
not being able to return to the island hit us all. I think we all agree that this
coming year will also be a difficult one both for the association and us all
as individuals.
Let us look forward to 2021 with fingers crossed and a wind of change in
the air. Hopefully this time next year we will look back and say to each
other – it was better than we thought!
If our association is to prosper it needs the support of everyone
irrespective of race or age. For the benefit of everyone connected with the
association, members both Expats and Turkish Cypriots need to volunteer
their services to help assist the committee or even be prepared to join the
committee. If we all want our association to still be here in five years’ time
and each of us to continue to enjoy the activities we have in the past, we
have to ensure we get through the next couple of years. This needs every
one of us to do their bit and not relying on others to do it. Just like Joyce
has done in becoming Editor of the Tree Newsletter, and whom I greatly
thank for doing so.
This coming year promises to be an interesting one in more ways than
one!

Committee Members 2021
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Following favourable comments, the Tree
Newsletter will be published quarterly
throughout the year. Whilst this edition is
focused on the recent AGM, future editions
will be more topical. Your comments,
suggests and hopefully contributions will be
welcome. We will try to be both fun and
informative so please bear with us as we
develop The Tree Newsletter.

Joyce

Chairman & Webmaster - Philip Lloyd
Vice Chairman – Hatice Kermigil
Secretary – Caroline Houghton
Treasurer & Membership – Nicky
Montgomery
Events – Debbie Bird
Other committee members

joycekibris@aol.com

Meral Yilmaz & Sue Ozcicek
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AGM
Our Annual General Meeting took
place on Saturday April 10th at the
ARUCAD University in Girne curtesy
of our Honorary President who
provided the Association with a
wonderful venue for the occasion.
The Association thanks Erbil for his
generosity. Considering the
atrocious weather on the day of the
AGM and the current Covid 19
situation in Northern Cyprus the
AGM was well attended by our
membership and passed without any
untoward moments.
The meeting marked the retirement
from the Committee of Chairman
Gülter Kuran who in her last speech
before stepping down as Chairman
showed her emotional side as she
described how much the Association
means to her! Gülter’s informative
speech outlined the many good
causes the Association has
supported during this last year and
activities undertaken despite
difficulties.
The Treasurer reported an acceptable
balance in our accounts considering
the situation Northern Cyprus has
been in this last year in respect to
Covid-19. The meeting noted an
increase in membership of over 10%
compared to last year; an increase of
10TL in annual membership fees for
2022 was agreed and two new
committee members were elected.
All this ….. plus the Expat ‘Sage’ of
Northern Cyprus presenting Gülter
with a beautiful rose bush to plant in
her garden – what more could an
AGM ask for!

1/. Which countries border
Turkey?
2/. What is the national flower of
Cyprus?
3/. Which English King conquered
Cyprus by accident on his way to
Jerusalem then had problems
getting rid of it?
4/. What do you have to
remember if you visit Mavi Coş?
5/. What is the national flower of
Turkey celebrated in a Spring
festival in Istanbul each year?
6/. Which Christian saint was born
in Cyprus and died in Salamis?
7/. What was the currency of
Cyprus before 1964?
8/. Which film star is said to still
own a beachside home in Maraş?
9/. What are the ingredients of a
Brandy Sour?
10/. Who was the Brandy Sour
invented for? And Why?
Answers on page 8
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Chairman’s 2020 Report - AGM 10/04/2021
I am here to bring you my last Annual Report as Chairman of the Association. My third year is over
and I am glad to hand over the post to Philip Lloyd. In your presence, I would like to thank to all
the Committee members for their valuable efforts to achieve the goals of the Association. I would
like to thank to all our members for their support and trust shown us which encouraged us to go
further for better projects. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
MEMBERSHIP
As outlined in the
Treasurer’s Report, on 31st
December 2020, we had a
membership totalling 244
members. This number is
made up of 149 paid-up
Annual Members, 54 new
members, 30 Life Members
and 11 Honorary Members.
Due to the global health
situation some of our
members are still in UK
therefore about 70
members are not included
in this figure. I am sure that
the established membership
will join me in extending a
warm welcome to our new
members.
EVENTS & TOURS
We started the year 2020
with great expectations and
put together a very
interesting Events & Tours
Calendar. However at the
beginning of the year we
had no knowledge of what
was approaching us in
Cyprus and what would
happen in the whole world
when the Covid-19 virus
struck us. Its effects were
beyond my expectations.
Maybe some people were
aware of the situation, but
not us in Cyprus!!!
8th – 11th February. The
Year’s Tour Programme
started with a trip to the
‘Datça Almond Festival’. 20
English, Turkish and nonmembers attended and it
went on like a dream….

28th February. We did a
tree planting in the foothills
between Taşkent and
Lefkoşa followed by lunch at
the BAĞ Restaurant in
Lefkoşa.
7th March. The AGM took
place at Eziç Premier
Restaurant in Girne.
14th March the TRNC was
closed due to
Coronavirus-19
Due to the travelling and
health restrictions all our
tours and other events were
postponed.
9th June some
restrictions in the TRNC
due to Coronavirus-19
were lifted
Depending on the
circumstances and legal
permits, certain social
gatherings and events were
able to take place: As you
can see we were in rush to
undertake some events
before another possible lock
down.
24th June. A Musical Night
with the Gasoline Blues
Band took place at the Blue
Song Restaurant in Lapta.
28th June. A Boat Trip
along the Northern
Coastline with lunch

departing from Girne
Harbour took place.
28th July. A Social
Gathering Lunch at the
Coconut Bar in Bahçeli took
place.
28th August. A Social
Gathering Lunch at the
Nazende Restaurant in
Girne took place.
28th September. A Social
Gathering Lunch at Hoots
Bistro in Iigaz took place.
28th October. A Lunch at
the Doğuş Address
Restaurant in
Karaoglanoglu took place.
4th November. A Guided
Walking Tour of Girne
followed by lunch at
Hürdeniz Resturant in Girne
took place.
26th November. A
Handover Ceremony at the
Special Needs Children’s
School in Karakum took
place.

28th November a Social
Gathering Lunch at the Azra
Claire Restaurant in Girne
took place.
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18th December a Quiz and
Christmas Lunch at Mushy’s
Café in Alsancak took
place.

All the Social Gathering
Lunches were organised by
members, and many thanks
to all of them in working
hard to bring our members
together within the Covid-19
rules and regulations. They
were very successful as no
Covid-19 cases relating to
our events happened. We
continued in 2020 to
undertake events where bus
transfer was not necessary
in order not to put people in
a closed place without
enough space.
Without your support, dear
members, these events and
social lunch gatherings
would not have been the
success they were. So I
would like to thank you for
showing your support not
only by turning out for these
events but also for your
verbal and written positive
comments. I know that
those who could not take
part in an event or social
lunch gathering enjoyed
following it through the
photographs that appeared
on our website and
Facebook Group enabling
them to feel as if they were
there!
Coming back to tours, I
have to make one thing
clear, associated travel
agents including myself, are
all following the Covid-19
regulation both in TRNC

and Turkey, as well as in
Azerbaijan. Our listed tour
programme at the moment
is on the waiting list. All
tours are fully arranged and
some are even paid for.
Once things start to come
back to normal and flights
are available, the tours will
be recommencing and you
will hear from us through
our communication
channels. If you are already
on a tour’s list, you will
receive emails. So please
follow our news on the ATA
website and Facebook
group for up-to-date
information. Our email
address for the tours is:
tours.ata.trnc@gmail.com
PROJECTS
*In 2020 our major project
was the refurbishment of
the Activity Room,
construction of New Toilet
Facilities and the
construction of a New
Covered Walk Way at the
Special Needs Children’s
School in Karakum.

During the Coronavirus-19
pandemic, our Association
funds are not healthy as
they have been in the past
so to be able to go on with
this project, we made an
appeal to our members and

those who have sympathy
with our Association to help
fund the project. This is the
first time we have done this
and we thank everyone who
responded and helped us
raise the necessary amount
to complete the project.
Along with the individuals,
Creditwest Bank
Little Society of Kyrenia
Joshua’s Woodland
Adventures
and Someone Close to the
Association contributed to
the project and these four
we particularly thank.
We and the children are all
grateful to everyone who
helped. MANY THANKS.
*Our yearly donation to
SOS Children’s Home in
Lefkoşa was made.
*2000TL was donated to the
Red Crescent in April for
buying foodstuff to the
people in need.
*2000TL was donated to
Tulips in helping with cancer
charity in April.

Figures will be given to you
by our treasurer. I do not
wish to repeat things.
COMMIUNICATION
CHANNELS
Our methods of
communications are; our
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Website, Facebook Group,
Facebook Page, Email,
Member Clinics and face-toface contact. The updating
of the website was a
nightmare for us for so
many years, but over these
last two years this along
with all our other
communication channels

have been upgraded and
re-organised by Philip.
Philip will give you more
information. I would like to
thank him for the great job
he has done in constantly
organising and updating
these channels.
In closing, I would like to
thank again each and every

one of you for your support
throughout the past year
and last but not least, I
would also like to thank my
fellow Committee members
for their support.
That concludes my report.
Gülter Kuran – Chairman
2020

Audrey Ellison The Expat
‘Sage’ of Northern Cyprus and
association’s longest serving
member presenting Gülter at
the association AGM with a
garden rose to mark her
retirement as association
chairman and in appreciation
of all she has done over the
years for the association
More photos of the AGM can be found on
the associations website events 2021 page
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AGM COMMUNICATIONS REPORT The Communication report highlighted the
many methods the association has used and
uses to provide information to both its
members and a wider public. The reasons
behind these methods were explained and
how necessary in today’s modern world it is
to be able to communicate in various ways to
reach different audiences. From the Website
to Notice Board in front of Girne Post Office
via Facebook group, Facebook page, email,
local press and member clinics; the methods
used by the association appear to be working
with two examples illustrating the way they all
work in unison together. In the first example,
a member of the public who had read about
our Association in the local press, and had
previously seen our posters displayed in a

Creditwest Bank, came along to a Members
Clinic to find out more about the Association,
went away and looked us up on our website,
then joined our Facebook group, and then
finally came back to another members clinic
and became an Association Member!
In another instance, someone looked us up
on our Website, came to a members clinic
and became an Association Member, later
joining our Facebook group and all this after
seeing the posters and people attending
members clinics at a Creditwest Bank. These
two examples might only be small examples
of how our 2020 Association communication
methods work, but what they do is illustrate
that the Associations various communication
methods are on the right path!
AGM TREASURES REPORT -

The Treasurer explained the plethora of
reasons behind the association’s decision to
switch bank accounts to Creditwest Bank, not
least the very generous sponsorship they have
given to the association, the favourable
interest rates given to us and the discounts
and incentives they make available to our
members. Details of these offers can be
viewed on the Discounts More Information
page of the association’s website. All of this
has enabled the association to continue to
help many other good causes in the TRNC
during the year including large donations to
Tulips for those with cancer, the SOS children’s home in Lefkosa, the Red Crescent Covid-19
Emergency Relief Fund for the distribution of food parcels to the needy, plus others. A
comprehensive breakdown of how the association’s 2020 major charity project was funded to a
figure well in excess of over 100,000TL was given. Most members will be aware this project was
Karakum Special Needs Children’s School refurbishment. Photos of the project from inception to
handover can be viewed on the association’s website 2020 Major Charity Project page. We must
give special thanks to Creditwest Bank, Little Society of Kyrenia, Joshua’s Woodland Adventures,
and Someone Close to the Association for their generous support, plus all those members and
non-members who also gave assistance. Whilst not as buoyant as in previous years, the
association funds are reported as being healthily maintained and fit for purpose.
Year-end closing balances were; Deposit Account (TL) 21,850 Deposit Account (£) 2,002 Current
Account (TL) 13.981
Ayça Guven was thanked for once again being the Associations Auditor and re-elected to the
position.
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AGM MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Association membership continues to grow with 54 new members
in 2020, which considering the effect Covid-19 had on
association activities throughout the year was a great
achievement. By increasing the number of Members Clinics from
one a month to weekly at various Creditwest Bank branches
where informative association posters are also on permanent display is certainly paying dividends.
With a year-end total of 314 members, overall association membership is up in excess 10% on the
previous year. This is made up of 149 Existing Members, 54 New Members, 30 Life Members, 11
Honorary Members and 70 Members who due to Covid-19 were unable to return to Northern
Cyprus during the year. Twice during the second half of the year, emails were sent to all members
who had not renewed their annual subscription fee. Subsequently some asked friends in Northern
Cyprus to pay their subscription for them and another 70 confirming their agreement to pay all
outstanding fees upon their return to Northern Cyprus. Those who failed to respond to the emails
have subsequently been removed from the association’s membership list. The email software the
association uses made it possible to verify that all those who were sent these emails received
them and read them.

at what time! Events, Tours,
Social Gatherings, or other
types of activities, your
advice is welcome.

The committee needs your
help with ideas for events
you would like to be
organised; when, where and

All feedback on all
association activities,
positive or negative is
welcome. Your comments
are important, so please
contact the committee
members through their
individual association email
address or via personal

contact at a member’s
clinic.
Likewise, if you have
something you would like to
share in the next edition of
the Tree Newsletter
(Summer 2021 due out in
July) with fellow members,
please email it to:
angloturkishassociation@
gmail.com

AGM SUB-COMMITTTEE MEMBERS
Pat Etherington, Michael Gabb, Erdal Onurham and Robert Vardy were all thanked
for their work in 2020 and re-elected on to the association’s Disciplinary Committee.

Sally Gabb, Jennifer Vardy, Sandy Oram and Morton Coles were all thanked for
their work in 2020 and re-elected on to the association’s Audit Committee.
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1/. Turkey is both a European and an Asian country. Its neighbour to the northwest
is Bulgaria; Greece to the west; Armenia, Azerbaijan and Iran to the east; Georgia
to the northeast; Syria to the south, and Iraq to the southeast.
2/. Cyclamen
3/. Richard the Lionheart who was on the Third Crusade to conquer Jerusalem.
After its capture he sold the island to the Knights Templar but they found the
locals so troublesome they begged him to take it back!
4/. Your Passport
5/. The Tulip
6/. St Barbaros who is the patron saint of Cyprus and Gamblers
7/. Cyprus Pound
8/. Sophie Loren
9/. Brandy, lemonarta, bitters and a soda or lemonade if you have a really sweet tooth
10/. King Farouk of Egypt who visited Cyprus as a young man in 1930’s. It is said he did not want to be seen drinking
alcohol so the drink looks like iced tea

FROM THE PAST

www.angloturkishassociation.com
The entire contents of this Newsletter has been done so using journalistic licence by its Editor & Association Webmaster in an attempt to provide an
informative, fun and enjoyable to read Newsletter, comments irrespective of who they appear to come from, any reference or comment from named
individuals are included in this. Please address any comments in respect to this to the Newsletter Editor and not to any named individual!

angloturkishassociation@gmail.com
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