Newsletter
Summer 2020
Gülter’s Ramblings At our AGM in
March I could never
have envisaged how the following months
would turn out – it is not only our Association
that has had to temporally closed down, but also
our beloved Country and everywhere else World-Wide. Every
time I watched the news on the TV, listened to the radio or
read a newspaper, it seemed that everywhere had closed
down. I know this must have effected ALL our members
wherever they are in the World at this moment in time, but
please rest assured that my thoughts and the committee’s
thoughts for your Safety and Good Health have been with you
at all times!
We are now in the first tentative steps to recovery, a journey
no one knows where Coronavirus-19 will eventually take us
on its world-wide journey, it will have an impact on all our
daily lives, it will have an effect on our all Association
activities in the near future, for how long nobody knows, but
God willing, as individuals, as an Association, as a Country,
we will hopefully come through these difficult times intact!
In conjunction with other associations your Association has
liaised with the TRNC Government to try and bring back to
the island those Association Members stranded abroad and
hope that those of our members who are stranded abroad
return to their Northern Cyprus home as soon as possible.
Likewise because of the Coronavirus-19 outbreak in Northern
Cyprus many charities and good causes have found
themselves in desperate need of financial help,
Ghosted by the Editor

As is tradition; there are no
scheduled Events planned
for the months of July &
August
08/09/2020 Visit to
Traditional Chair Makers in
Lefkosa
28/09/2020 Visit to the
Cyprus Mines Corporation
in Lefke

28/06/2020 Boat Trip

03 – 10 /09/2020 Tour to
Azerbaijan

Continued on page 10

Repatriation Flight: In conjunction with other island based associations (The Foreign Residents and
BRS) the TRNC Government has been approached about organising a repatriation flight for members of
the three respective associations and other foreigners who reside in Northern Cyprus but are stranded
abroad due to the Cornonavirus-19 pandemic. Our Association Secretary is co-ordinating on behalf of all
involved; the returned questionnaires (which were emailed to the members of all three associations and
others known to be stranded abroad via a Facebook Group dedicated to them). From initial contact with
the TRNC Government it was clear that it had no knowledge of the number of foreign residents stranded
abroad. Due to the hard work of our Association Secretary (Caroline Houghton) and Horst Gutowski
(who’s idea this is), the Government of the TRNC has now been provided with all the Facts & Figures.
Therefore the TRNC Government are now in a better position to be able to organise a repatriation fight.
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Main Charity Project 2020
Refurbishment of the Activity Room & Construction of new Toilet Facilities at the
Special Needs Children’s School in Karakum

The images below show the current conditions
of the Activity Room at the school where damp
has caused decay in the structure of the
building and is the fundamental problem as to
why the room is a health problem to the
Children at the school. The construction of
new Toilet and Washroom Facilities will also
enhance greatly to the improvement and
wellbeing of the children.

Whilst every intention was to commence work
on this project in late April early May due to the
Coronavirus-19 outbreak in Northern Cyprus
our anticipated start and completion dates have
had to be revised. We can report that Tenders
for the works involved have been sent to
numerous builders, returned, evaluated and a
decision as how we will proceed will be issued
shortly. However due to escalating costs of the
works involved compared to our initial budget
forecast at the end of 2019 combined with a
decline in Association finances due to a fall in
subscriptions payments, donations to our
Association, other sources of income, our
Association supporting struggling charities
during the Coronavirus-19 pandemic, etc. Our

Association does not have the funds
available to be able to commence
work on this Charity Project without
the HELP and assistance of our
members showing benevolence and
kind heartedness towards the
children of the school by donating to
the Associations Fundraising Appeal
– Details of which can be found on Page 3.
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We thank Creditwest Bank and The Little Society of Kyrenia
for their generous donation pledges towards this project.

Fundraising Appeal: Our Fundraising Appeal for the Refurbishment
of the Activity Room & Construction of new Toilet Facilities at
the Special Needs Children’s School in Karakum is now
underway and we URGENTLY NEED YOUR HELP!
In order to be able to fund the works required at the school our
Association has to raise by 30th June 2020 the amount of 98400TL.
PLEASE HELP your Association raise this amount for the benefit of the Children at the Special
Needs School. If every member of our Association donates a minimum of £25 (or 250TL)
between ALL of us we will reach half our target to be able to help these Special Children, donate
£50 and we reach our target! IF YOU DO DECIDE TO DONATE – THANK YOU!!!!!! To donate, visit

any of the following: Go to our Website’s Make a donation page and click on the GoFundme button
Go to our Facebook Group OR Facebook Page and click on the GoFundme post
Go to the GoFundme website (gofundme.com) and type in the search box Anglo Turkish
Association then when our appeal details are seen click on the Special Kids / Special Needs
image
PLEASE REMEMBER to donate or not is your choice, and even if you
decide not to donate we respect your decision but can we please ask
that you at least tell people that you know about the appeal.
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With everyone confined to their own homes and
restaurants closed these last few months due to the
Coronavirus-19 pandemic, our Social Gatherings have not
been able to take place. Traditionally we do not hold
Association activities in July or August, but if you fancy a
change this summer and would like to venture out once
again for a Social Gathering during these months (perhaps
in the evening instead of a lunchtime), with the recent
opening of restaurants and the natural desire we all have
to sensibly socialise. If you know of a restaurant which you
want to share with and bring to the attention of our
members where we can socialise safely together. Why not
suggest to our Events Organiser Debbie Bird via her email
address (events.ata.trnc@gmail.com) that a 28th of the
month Social Gathering is held there. With only a small
amount of effort by everyone, your fellow members could
soon be sharing pleasant times over nice food, nice drinks,
endless chat and all whilst making new friendships or
renewing old ones. Go on you know you can do it!
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: - June 28th Social Gathering

Boat Trip --- details on our Facebook PAGE & Group
Over the last few months our Association has
made donations of considerable amounts to the
following on behalf of our membership: -

We all know North Cyprus – but
Do You, a coffee time quiz to
see if you do?
Q1/. What or where is the Arasta area
Q2/. What is the name of the current TRNC
Presidents wife
Q3/. What are the 4 Capes
Q4/. If I was şeker hastasiyim what would I
be
Q/5. What did the Selimiye Mosque used
to be called
Q6/. Who was the founding President of
Northern Cyprus
Q7/. What is the highest point in Northern
Cyprus
Q8/. Which is closest to Kyrenia; the
Equator, Kabul or London
Q9/. Who’s house did the TRNC
Government buy in 2019
Q10/. What is the name of Cyprus Today
sister Newspaper
Q11/. Where is Archbishop Makarios
summer house
Q12/. What Jam Festival takes place over
6 days at the end of September start of
October each year at various locations
across Northern Cyprus
Q13/. Not counting The Republic of Cyprus
or Turkey which is the closest and farthest
countries to Northern Cyprus
Q14/. Who is the Radio Angel
Q15/. Where in Girne will you find a
kütüphane
Q16/. Where is the Artichoke capital of
Northern Cyprus
Q17/. Where in Northern Cyprus was the
hugely popular video game Assassin’s
Creed Bloodlines based
Q18/. Where are the Royal Tombs
Q19/. When is bir saat içinde
Q20/. What can be found just beneath the
Giant TRNC Flag
Answers on page 8
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From our past Archives – can you
remember these events

Tours: (tours.ata.trnc@gmail.com)
Entire tours programme 2020 Cancelled! Due
to the Coronavirus-19 pandemic, the
Association had to cancel two of our popular
sold out tours due to take place in April and
June respectively, i.e. the tour to Diyabakir /
Mardin (Turkey) and the tour to Karadeniz
(Black Sea region of Turkey). Both these tours
are in the process of being re-scheduled for
2020. As are the tours due later this year both
of which we must also cancel, i.e. tours to
Azerbaijan and Kars/Ani (Turkey). Which given
the current situation we find ourselves in due to
the Coronavirus-19 pandemic and the likely
itinerary changes that will entail because of
limitations and restrictions imposed by both
National and Local Governments in the areas
the tours were scheduled to visit, would make
the tours not as enjoyable for those participating
in them. Our Association apologises for the
disappointment felt by those booked on or
looking forward to these tours. Our tours
programme for 2021 will be available soon to
view on our website which will include ALL the
cancelled tours to: .

If you have any queries regarding our tours
please contact me via the above email address.

Question 1, 2 & 3 from our Last Edition: For whatever reason not one
member replied to any of the questions in our last edition of the TREE
Newsletter that asked about the type of Events and Tours as a member
you would like to participate in.
Therefore the conclusion has to be that ALL members are completely
satisfied with everything our Events & Tours Organisers arrange for them.
PLEASE; without feedback either positive or negative about a previous or planned
activity or better still a suggestion for an event / tour / SG - or the days of the week /
time of day you would prefer them to take place, how can our Event & Tours
Organisers truly know if they are providing what you really want!
With your feedback our Organisers can try and ENSURE you get the actual type of
event / tour that you want rather than assuming it’s what you want.
Please email our Vice Chairman with your opinion!! (vchair.ata.trnc@gmail.com)
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Get to Know our Honorary President an interview with Erbil Arkin
Erbil, thank you very much for agreeing
to this interview, which hopefully will
enable our Association members to learn
in a light hearted way a little bit about
your good self.
Erbil; First of all can you tell us a little bit
about your life;
I was born in Nicosia in 1950; and am the
youngest child of Mehmet and Havva Hussein,
my brother and sister are called Ahmet &
Nazemin. At the age of 2 the family moved to
London. I now live in Bellapais with my family.
My education spanned Hornsey Junior School, Sir
William Collins School for Boys, Ravensbourne
College of Art, and De Montfort University
(where I gained an Honour’s Degree in Industrial
Design specialising in Furniture & Interior
Design). In my time I have worked as a kitchen
porter, stacked supermarket shelves, started,
grown and sold a business bottling, canning and
selling motor oil across the Eastern Mediterranean
and the Balkans. Nearly gone bankrupt. Been a
Partner in the Dome Casino, Girne. Introduced
live TV footage of Horse and Greyhound Racing
into the TRNC, which from one outlet has today
grown into many hundreds worldwide and become
the leading on-line betting portal for live Football
not only in the TRNC and Turkey but throughout
Europe and the Rest of the World. In 2002 I
opened the Colony Hotel in Girne and as they say
the Rest is History!

would your choice be for each item and
why;
Book - A complete edition of The Hobbit / Lord
of the Rings. Novel by J. R. R. Tolkien. This
would be long enough to read on a desert island.
This way I can read it slowly and perhaps take a
year to complete.

Song - How Can You Mend a Broken Heart. By
Al Green

Meal - Magarina bulli. A very traditional Cypriot
meal. Magarina is Macaroni and bulli is chicken.
Just like my mum made it.

Drink - Gentlemen Jack Daniel’s. A very large
gallon bottle and let’s hope there is ice on my
maroon island.

Erbil; What are your hobbies and interests
Horse Ridding, Painting, Rodin (I’m a fanatic),
Art in general, Sailing, Tennis, Football (I’m a
Galatasaray fan), I’m an Environmentalist, plus
many others

Erbil; looking through your own eyes how
would you describe yourself;
Jack of all trades master of none. But as a Jack I
try to do the best I can in all trades.

Erbil; If you were marooned alone on a
desert island and could have only ONE of
each of ALL of the following items what

Object –

Je Suis Belle or I Am
Beautiful by Auguste
Rodin

What is the ONE thing (Person/Item) you
would miss the most - I would consider this
as a non question as there are many people and
items which I would miss and that I could not
single out.

If the sun and the moon came up in the sky
many times. Do you think you would be
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able to survive until rescued; Absolutely yes.
I am a survivor!

Ebril, Thank you for sharing an insight
into who Ebril Arkin is!
Erbil Arkin is
Founder of the Arkin University of Creative Arts and
Design (ARUCD)
Chairman of the Arkin Group of Companies
(Colony Hotel – Palm Beach Hotel – Hersham Golf
Club – The House & Garden – Daima Yachting –
Cyprus Sporting Clubs - Colony Casino – Palm Beach
Casino – Angola BetArena – BetArena Mozambique –
Bangui BetArena C.A.R. – TT BetArean Trinidad &
Tobago – Bet Arean Zambia - Arkin Pruva Yachts Arkin Messe Touristic)

To see & listen to Ebril describe his life story
from being a child in Northern Cyprus to
growing up in England and eventually
returning back to become a successful
businessman in Northern Cyprus, his
ambitions for himself, his town and his
Country’s futures. Watch the 15 minute
YouTube Video of his 2019 talk ‘Reach for the
Stars’

Search YouTube for ERBİL ARKIN - REACH
FOR THE STARS - TEDxARUCAD

– 19th April 2019

OR ENTER THE LINK BELOW INTO YOUR
PC’s SEARCH ENGINE (google, bing, etc)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOomLewHP
C8
Alternatively click on the link on our websites
Honorary President & Members page
HELP WANTED

Our committee is always in need of extra members to serve on the
committee as a co-opted member and help our present committee
members provide the things you want from our Association – you don’t
have to live in the TRNC full time, if you’re a swallow and come and go
that’s fine; ANYONE who can spare some time for the benefit of fellow
Association members would be most welcome.
If you are able and want to HELP please contact our Vice Chairman
(vchair.ata.trnc@gmail.com), who would especially value male
members offering to join him on our female dominated committee!

Membership Secretary: Can all

Treasurer: After making numerous donations

members please ensure that your email and
telephone numbers are up to-date and
advise me if they change. My contact
details are (treasurer.ata.trnc@gmail.com).
In the first two months of 2020 our current
membership is up 12.5% on last year, with
many members still to renew for 2020. Paid
up members total
, 14 life members,
6 honorary members, and 1 honorary
president. Remember MORE members
always wanted, so tell your friends about
us, or better still bring them along to an
Event!

during the Coronavirus-19 pandemic our
Association Funds are not as healthy as they have
been in the past. If you can, are able to and would
like to make a donation to our Association please
contact me directly by email
(treasurer.ata.trnc@gmail.com) or look at our
‘Make a donation’ page on our website.
With our major Charity project Refurbishment of
the Activity Room & Construction of new Toilet
Facilities at the Special Needs Children’s
School in Karakum requiring a substantial amount
of money, any donations made will be greatly
appreciated.
As would any suggestions / assistance for a
Fundraising Event(s).

Webmaster: Despite being in lock-down in the TRNC since before the last edition of the Tree

Newsletter
was published, it is pleasing that people are still visiting our website on a daily basis; with this March being the
3RD best month ever since our website was launched, April the 8TH best and May the 7TH best.
Our ‘Downloads’ page in the Contact us section of our website proving extremely popular.
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Events: (events.ata.trnc@gmail.com)
Entire Events programme up until
September 2020 Cancelled! Due to
Coronavirus-19 pandemic and lockdown in
the TRNC our exciting and eagerly
anticipated events schedule over the last
few and up-coming months has had to be
cancelled (it is hoped to be able to
undertake these events on some future
occasion). Going forward, from September
onwards wherever possible we will
endeavour to maintain our published events
programme for the remainder of the year,
however because we are nowadays in a
constantly changing situation this may not in
some instances be possible and alternative
events may need to be offered on or around
the current published event dates at short
notice. Please be assured that once our
island based events re-commence your
Association will do its utmost to ensure that
whatever the event is, it will be an event you
will want to go on! Keep visiting our website
for the latest event information and an eye
open for last minute emails (from the above
email address) about an event.
PLEASE NOTE: Our Events for September
have been altered to: -

8TH – Visit to Chair Makers in Lefkosa
(Nicosia)
28TH - Visit to the Cyprus Mines
Corporation in Lefke (This will also be
our Social Gathering for the month)

Page 4 Quiz Answers
Q1/Ans: It is the central pedestrian shopping area
in Lefkosa by the Lokmaci border crossing
Q2/Ans: Meral Akıncı
Q3/Ans: Cape Apostolos Andreas, Cape
Kormakitis, Cape Zeytin and Cape Kasa, with
Cape Apostolos Andreas being the endpoint of
the Karpaz Peninsula
Q4/Ans: Diabetic
Q5/Ans: St Sophia Cathedral
Q6/Ans: Rauf Denktaş
Q7/Ans: Mount Selvili, with an altitude of 1,024
metres (3,360 ft)
Q8/Ans: London 3206km, Kabul 3259km, Equator
3912km
Q9/Ans: David & Linda Orams
Q10/Ans: Kibris Gazetesi
Q11/Ans: Süleyman Pasa Hunting Mansion in
Bellapais
Q12/Ans: Salsa Jam Dance Festival
Q13/Ans: Syria 97km, Gambier Islands (French
Polynesia) 18,264 km
Q14/Ans: Denise Phillips of Bayrak International
Radio
Q15/Ans: Behind the Main Post Office, it’s the
British Library
Q16/Ans: Iskele
Q/17/Ans: Saint Hilarion Castle
Q18/Ans: Salamis
Q19/Ans: In an hour’s time
Q20/Ans: Taskent Nature Park & Wildlife Rescue
and Rehabilitation Centre

Château Sénéjac Haut-Médoc 2014: One of our members
has donated a case (12 bottles) of this Fine Wine worth at least
42.35 Euros per bottle, for auction as a full case of 12 bottles, with
all the proceeds from its auction to be donated to our Main Charity
Project 2020 Fundraising Appeal. This vintage is no longer available
and is considered one of the best in the last 20 years, the wine is
drinking now until 2029. This wine is only available for delivery FOC
to a UK mainland address and can only be delivered to a UK
mainland address. The wine will be delivered upon payment by the
person bidding the highest amount in sterling (£) when the auction
closes, to bid for this exquisite wine please email your Full
Name, mobile telephone number, email address along with
your bid to our Vice Chairman (vchair.ata.tnc@gmail.com).
Closing date for the auction and bids is midnight 30/06/2020.
Payment to be made into our Association GoFundme donation
account. To ensure optimum quality, the wine has been stored in

Full details about this wine
along with the latest BID
PRICE can be found on the
Charity Projects page of our
Association Website.

the Wine Society’s temperature controlled cellar in the UK since
2014.
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NEW EMAIL ADDRESS’s
To ensure that you receive emails from our
Association can you please familiarise
yourself with the following email
address’s and make sure they are not set
as spam or junk in your own email account
settings: Associations General email address is
angloturkishassociation@gmail.com
Chairman’s email address is
chair.ata.trnc@gmail.com
Vice Chairman’s email address is
vchair.ata.trnc@gmail.com
Secretary’s email address is
secretary.ata.trnc@gmail.com
Treasurer’s email address is
treasurer.ata.trnc@gmail.com
Events email address is
events.ata.trnc@gmail.com
Tours email address is
tours.ata.trnc@gmail.com
Membership Secretary’s email address is
treasurer.ata.trnc@gmail.com
Webmaster’s email address is
angloturkishassociation@gmail.com

Committee Members 2020
Chairman & Tours – Gülter Kuran
Vice Chairman & Webmaster - Philip Lloyd
Secretary – Caroline Houghton
Treasurer & Membership Secretary – Nicky
Montgomery
Events – Debbie Bird

Tulay Pirgalioğlu
Sue Ozçiçek
Şenay Onurhan

Our Facebook Group is a Private Closed
Group for current members of our
Association, at committee meetings it has
been discussed about opening it to the
general public, but after consideration and
the instance of the previous admin for the group, it was
decided to keep our Facebook Group as a Private and
Closed Group for Association members only. It is for
this reason that the Group’s new Admin recently
removed all those group members (after giving them
notice and the option to rejoin/join our Association)
who were not an Association Member; totalling 23% in
number.
If you are one of our Facebook Group members you
can help to increase the group’s membership numbers
by inviting your Facebook Friends who are ALSO
members of our Association to join; Click on the
INVITE BUTTON on our Facebook Group and select
from your list of friends those who you know are
members of our Association and invite them to join us.
We also now have a Facebook
Page. Our Association has had
a Facebook Group for a number
of years; this is a Private Closed
Group for our Association members only. From this
group whilst you can post messages and photos to it
for other group members to see you cannot share any
of these messages or photos with anyone else.
Our Association now has a Facebook Page linked to
our Facebook Group. Although linked, our Facebook
Group and Facebook Page do not share member
details with one another and are separate from each
other apart from the link.
In our Facebook Group you can see the link to our
Facebook Page. In our Facebook Page you cannot
see the link to our Facebook Group unless you are a
member of our Facebook Group.
If a non-Association member interacts with our
Facebook Page they cannot access our Facebook
Group.
The Facebook Page is a Public Page which means
that any message or photos posted to it can ALSO be
shared with anyone else e.g. our Fund Raising
Appeal can be shared to all our members’ social
media friends. PLEASE visit our Facebook Page and
SHARE THIS APPEAL WITH ALL YOUR FRIENDS.
YOU can now post to either our Facebook Group or
Facebook Page the choice is yours, JUST
REMEMBER – if you post to our GROUP only
members will see your post, if you post to our PAGE
anyone can see it if they know the page exists and
they can also share your post. There is nothing
stopping you posting the same thing to both our
Facebook Group and our Facebook Page.
For those without a Facebook Account; our Facebook
PAGE can be visited by clicking on the Facebook
PAGES image on our website home (welcome) page.
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Gülter’s Ramblings continued from page 1
on behalf of ALL members
we have made significant
payments to those who
have appealed for our
help, namely; the TRNC
Coronavirus Fund and
Tulips Cancer Charity. At
times like this we all wish
we could have helped
more of those who have
asked us for help, but
there is only so much each
and every one of us can
do, and as an Association
we have to remember
those Charities and
Organisations we have
already pledged to help
and support this year!
With this in mind because
of the lack of income into
our Association this year
due to the cancellation of
our Tours and Events
programmes, a shortfall in
member subscriptions,
donations to our
Association, etc, in order
to be able to fund our
Main Charity Project for
the Special Needs
Children at Karakum
School we have started a
Fundraising Appeal which
I hope ALL members will
donate to. In total between
all of us we need to raise
98400TL by June 30th.
Nearly 20 years ago our
Association donated both
funds and play equipment
to the Special Needs

Children’s School in
Karakum, a worthwhile
cause you may think!

However these special
children have as time goes
by been able to use these
items on a daily Basis less
and less – the reason, ‘the
classroom’ where these
special children who
develop, learn and growup through playing with
this equipment is in a very
poor state of health.
After a recent approach by
the Special Needs
Children’s School in
Karakum we were asked
to help them to redecorate
the activity room they use,
so that their special
children can once again
have some special time!
However; upon
investigation, we
discovered that whilst
their activity room is
important to the School,
due to its current
condition it can only be
used for less than quarter
of an hour a day – this is
because of the rising damp
walls which results in a

continual health problem
for all those who use the
room for any great length
of time. Neither or less,
this room is used to the
delight of these
disadvantaged children
whenever they can, to see
their faces when at play in
this room is a joy to
behold by anyone who
witnesses it. These Special
Children are oblivious to
their health risks because
all they want to do is play!
If this important room was
re-decorated or if earth
was removed away from
around the exterior walls
of the room the
underlining problem
would not go away, just
resurface in very quick
time. For this reason our
Association after taking
professional advice has
decided that drastic action
needs undertaking for the
sake and benefit of these
Special Children who are
less privileged than our
own children.

We therefore with your
help hope to provide the
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Special Needs Children’s
School in Karakum with
an ACTIVITY ROOM &
TOILET/WASHROOM
FACILITIES that are Fit
for Purpose and that they
can be proud to use
whenever they want.
Without pulling on heart

strings, we would like to
think that your idea of
Philanthropy is in line
with those of your
Association, we ask that
anyone who can help us
assist these children that
the World generally wants
nothing to do with, to

kindheartidly donate to
our Fundraising Appeal
– just think; if it were your
children and you were the
parent of a Mentally
Handicapped or Special
Needs Child how would
you cope in today’s
World!

Details on how to DONATE can be seen on page 3 of this newsletter.

Our Fundraising Appeal is making the NEWS
Our Fundraising Appeal for the Special Needs Children’s School in Karakum is
making the news both in Northern Cyprus and the UK.
Our appeal was recently the lead story in both CyprusScene and LGC News and
being talked about on BRTK Radio & Television programmes.
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Plus our appeal has been seen on numerous Facebook Groups & Pages including
the North Cyprus Expats Facebook Group - The British Turkish Cypriots Association
Facebook Group – The Official Glastonbury Facebook Page – Rhain Brewster
(Liverpool FC player & of Turkish Cypriot parents) Facebook Page – plus not
forgetting our very own Honorary President Erbil Arkin’s Facebook Page.
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A helping hand to another local association

Following a recent request from

The Foreign Residents Association to put out an appeal on behalf of one of their
Members, Chrissie Skiggs, who was in hospital and in desperate need of type O+
blood. It is nice to be able to report that David Montgomery one of our members
with the required blood type O+ came forward and answered the appeal with the
offer of blood. Well done David! The Foreign Residents Association also say
thank you on behalf of their member.
Unfortunately on 2nd June Chrissie sadly lost her battle with life and passed away
to a greater place, our Association thoughts and sympathy are with her family and friends at this time.

MEMBER COMMENTS about the Spring 2020 edition of the Tree Newsletter
‘Nice to read little bits of information about our Association from all the
different committee members’
‘Enjoyed dipping in and out of it’
‘As a swallow I found the newsletter informative, please keep it going’
‘Easy to read, just how I like it’

MEMBER COMMENTS about the Associations New Email Addresses
‘This will be very useful for us members’
‘Very smart and Modern’
‘Better than the emails with various numbers that got mixed up’

MEMBER COMMENTS about the Associations New Facebook Page
‘Great, I can now share our Facebook posts – thank you’
‘Have just shared my first post from the page, easy’

MEMBER COMMENTS about Fundraising Emails
‘I don’t want to be told who to donate to by you, l will donate to who l want to’
‘I find the email offensive, I will donate to Charities of my choice’
Association Note: If we get something wrong, we HOLD OUR HANDS UP and say SORRY. On behalf of all those involved in our
fundraising appeal, our fundraising emails are sent not to alienate, offend, or intimidate anyone into donating to our
fundraising appeal. Likewise we appreciate that every individual has a right to decide if to donate to our fundraising appeal or
any other fundraising appeal or to not donate to anybody.
At the fundamentals of our Association is a feeling of friendliness and a sense of belonging to a caring and listening
Association, if, as it seems one of our emails has perhaps alienated, offended or intimidated some of you and been considered
inappropriate in its contents, we apologise – for this was not the intention of the email - our only intention for every
fundraising email we send, is to keep the appeal at the forefront of our members mind, nothing more nothing less.
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Keep your comments coming

To help raise funds on behalf of the

Special Needs Children’s School in Karakum the well known local band

will be performing a special musical concert
for our fundraising appeal

DATE TO BE CONFIRMED
At the BLUE SONG RESTURANT & BAR
Lapta
For ticket information and MORE DETAILS
keep an eye out for emails about the event and visit our Website,
Facebook Group & Facebook Page for more information
Re-patriation Flight Latest (02/06/2020) from our Association Secretary:
I am writing to you as the coordinator on behalf
of ALL the associations involved in trying to help
provide repatriation flights for those people
stranded abroad, to update you on the latest
position with respect those Foreign Residents
wishing to return to the TRNC following the
Coronavirus Lock-down.

This morning (2nd June) the TRF Chairman, Horst
Gutowski and myself (our Association Secretary,
Caroline Houghton) met with The Foreign
Minister, Kudret Özersay, and Ismail Ali
Sahinoǧlu, Department of Foreign Affairs to
discuss re-patriation of Foreign Residents who
have been stranded outside the TRNC and to
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understand how and when the borders will be
opened.

passport and a scanned copy of their current
residency document.

We would like to thank the Foreign Minister for
openly discussing the issues to ensure Foreign
Residents have the latest view of the current
situation.

Category 2
Persons who started Residency, but
not fully completed - a scanned copy of the data
page of their passport and a scanned copy of the
slip issued to them by the Police Station notifying
of receipt of their application. If you were not
given a slip, please state.

Stranded Foreigners & Residency
As you are aware many Foreigners who live in the
TRNC have become stranded outside the country
as the borders were closed as part of the Lockdown procedures.
A number of the people who have become
stranded had not completed/or had only partly
completed their residency applications when the
TRNC locked-down. As a result many genuine
residents do not have a residency document to
show they are permanent residents. This has
caused significant concerns, as these people wish
to return as soon as possible to their homes.
As a result of representations made by several
organizations, this situation is now understood by
the TRNC government. Kudret Özersay, advised
that the Interior Ministry have agreed to review
and confirm the residency status of any person
wishing to be re-patriated, and confirm they are
permanent residents. We are writing to all the
people on our database, who have registered
that they are stranded and wish to return asking
them to provide additional information to assist
the Interior Ministry undertake checks.
If you have been stranded outside the TRNC and
have not already completed the re-patriation
form, it’s not too late to apply, but you must
reply to me immediately. The form can be
downloaded from the download page on our
Association website and in addition provide the
following information:
Category 1
Persons with Residency – to
provide a scanned copy of the data page of their

Category 3
Persons without Residency - a
scanned copy of the data page of their passport.
If you can also provide a scanned copy of your
Kocan or the signature page of your rental
contract this will also be helpful.
All completed forms and information should be
send to carolinehoughton@btinternet.com
Quarantine
Foreign Residents who are stranded and wish to
be re-patriated in June, will need to undertake 14
days quarantine. This will be chargeable. The
costs for quarantine have not been confirmed.
Kudret Özersay, the Foreign Minister is meeting
with the Minister of Finance on Wednesday to
discuss and details of the costs of quarantine will
then be published, probably on either Thursday
or Friday.
It is proposed to offer a choice of quarantine
hotels, and the cost of quarantine with vary
depending on the hotel selected. The process for
selecting a quarantine facility has not yet been
confirmed.
Country Classification
From 1st July some tourists and other travelers
will be permitted to enter the TRNC. The
requirements on entry to the TRNC will differ
dependent on the country you arrived from. It is
planned to classify countries into two categories
– high and low risk.
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Low risk countries – people will need to present a
certificate showing they have had a negative PCR
test within 3 of departure. No quarantine
required.

A small number of Chartered flights from other
countries with ‘touch-down’ in Turkey may be
organized. These are likely to only be from ‘low
risk’ countries.

High risk countries – people will need to present
a negative PCR test certificate, but will also be
required to quarantine (costs and arrangements
as per above)

Flights which transit through Turkey – there is
currently no agreed process for people who book
a flight from another country which transits
through Istanbul or who book a flight to Turkey
and a follow-on flight to Ercan.

The list of high and low risk countries is not yet
confirmed, but it is probable the UK will be
classified as a high risk country. Other
classifications may be similar to those already
published for the Republic of Cyprus, but there
may be variations.
Quarantine requirements will be monitored and
only relaxed if the number of COVID19 case
remains very low.
Flights
3 flights have been arranged from the UK to Ercan
for Turkish Cypriots who live on the island. The
flights are not open to Turkish Cypriots who live
in other countries. If there are spare places on
these flights they will be offered to Foreigners
who live permanently in the TRNC. Additionally
one or more flights are also being arranged for
Foreign Residents who are stranded in the UK.

Border with Republic Of Cyprus
At the present time, only a small number of
Turkish Cypriots who meet the criteria previously
published will be able to cross the border. When
the border will be opened to other people has
not yet been confirmed.
Information & Updates
We have provided the latest position and as you
can see, there are several areas where we cannot
provide complete answers. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs are committed to resolving the
issues during this difficult period and we will
continue to work with them and provide updates
as when they become available.

Caroline Houghton
Association Secretary
secretary.ata.trnc@gmail.com

From mid-late June Turkish airlines and Pegasus
will resume a small number of scheduled flights.
The number of flights is likely to be very limited
and will be dependent on demand.
We thank the following media companies for their continued support

Plus those who provide us with various forms of sponsorship

www.angloturkishassociation.com
angloturkishassociation@gmail

Email:
The entire contents of this Newsletter has been done so using journalistic licence by its Editor (Association Webmaster) in an attempt to provide an
informative, fun and enjoyable to read Newsletter, comments irrespective of who they appear to come from, any reference or comment from named
individuals are included in this. Please address any comments in respect to this to the Newsletter Editor and not to any named individual!
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